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cam us c an es 00
by Mark Haan

masonry work and the new vinyl
wallpaper. The tables, podium and
cabinets were all made by Dordt
maintenance staff, which consists
of five Dordt maintenance men and
seven workstudy
students who
started in the middle of Juue and
finished in time for classes by
August 31.
'
The B.J. Haan Auditorium
and the DeWitt
Gymnasium
received new lighting over the
summer. Also, the music building
in the back of the B.J. Haan
Auditorium was re-carpeted and
repainted.
East Campus Apartment building 'A' was also renovated this
summer with new kitchen appli-

Staff Writer
Dordt
College
underwent
numerous renovations during the
summer to get ready for the 20002001 school year. Remodeling was'
done in the dorms, the science
building
and the B.J. Haan
Auditorium. Work has begun on
the new Student Life and Learning
Center. The new four-level, 85,000
square-foot building will eventually replace the existing SUB and be
connected to the library.
East Hall was renovated,
including
computer
network
hookups for each student, cable tel";
evision hookups in every room and
new ca et in hallwa s-and in all
dorm rooms. The bathrooms also
received new plumbing, fixtures,
lighting, counter-tops, and mirrors.
The main lounge was redesigned
into three separate levels, and the
basement lounge, kitchenette and
computer lab were also redone.
Classroom S-108 in the science
building has a completely new look
this year. It now has seating for 76
people, each place having its own
computer hookup. A new sound

-

ances, cabinets'
S.

Andrew Moody

S·108 went through

a major overhaul

system, dual motorized projection
screens, and wiring allow profes-sors to give computer-based presentations and at the same time
have a screen open for a projector,
slide show or some other media.
There is also access to cable television if it is needed for a class. To

this summer.

make these improvements possible,
the room was gutted, including all
concrete, heating, air conditioning
and lighting. The front of the room
is now ninety degrees clockwise
from where it was. The Dordt
maintenance staff did almost all of
the improvements except for some

lumbin

and

eilc
s
were re-keyed over the summer,
and the rest of the doors on campus
will
be re-keyed
by
Christmas. The Commons kitchen
area, science building,
faculty
pods, music, building and numerous
other places on campus are using a
new electronic E-Dot system that
tracks which serial number opened
which door. This allows Dordt to
track who went where and when.

Freshmen showcase gifts at Talent Show
by Tricia S. Van Ee
News Page Editor
"Twenty-seven freshmen displayed their talents in the sixth
annual Freshman Talent Show on
Wednesday, August 30. the night
before classes began. The thirteen
acts ranged from musical performances to storytelling to solving a
Rubik's cube puzzle, all on stage at
the B.J. Haan Auditorium.
The evening
opened
with
Creed's "Arms Wide Open" sung
by a band called Proof made up of
Brian Krygsman, Matt Van Rys,
Eric Haan, Paul Krygsman and
Josh Vander Plaats.
Sons of
Thunder Danny and David Fergen
continued the music with "Seek
Me" by Grooters and Beal. Natalie
Draayer
followed
with
Jaci
Velasquez's "I Promise."
Kelly Van Zee broke up the
music with a fairy tale with a modern twist, "Little Red Riding Hood
for the Millenium."
Carl Van

Stryland followed with "If] Stand"
by Rich Mullins, and Ioel De Wit,
Matt Den' Hollander and Matt
Visker performed Blink 182's "All
the Small Things." .Justin Vande
Kerk played an original composition for guitar and voice called
''The Bookmark Song."
Wigged Out, a group comprised
of Andrew Hoeksema,
David
Akerele, Justin Breems and Dustin
Weymen, showcased
their lipsynching and dancing talents to
N'Sync's "Bye, bye, bye." Robin
Abbey
sang
Sandi
Patty's
"Because of Who You Are" preceeding another lip sync by Iill
Erffmeyer, Rachelle Dykstra, Ki~
Vis and Sarah Van Stedum: Gloria
Gaynor's "I Will Survive." Brenda
Janssen followed with "The Way,"
an original piano and voice composition.
The final two acts of the night
were talents new to Dordt's stage.
Rubik's
man Kaarlo Hinkaala
solved a Rubik's cube in just over

Andrew Moody

Andrew. Hoeksema, David Akerele, Justin Breems and Dustin
Weymen lip sync to N'Sync.
two minutes for his talent, and then
"Notorious
Freshmen"
Thomas
Thomas and David Akerele concluded the evening with an original
rap.
Admissions counselors Larissa
Lightheiser and Jason Vande Brake

served as M.C.s for the evening.
Vande Brake said it was a fun
experience.because
he had never
been an M.C. before and the show
went well. "All the acts were very
talented," he said.

s
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Six new ro essors ·oin Dor t acu t
by Kristy Mulder
Staff Writer

Andrew Moody

Andrew Moody

John Hansen

John Hansen

Tony Jelsma

Mary Dengler

Danny Hitchcock

Mark Christians

The
Education
Department
has added
Professor-Jenny Van Ry to
their ranks. Van Ry brings
20-plus years of teaching
experience and her passion
for special education to
Dordt. "I really become
challenged to think about
how we can include all of
God 's- children in educa-tion, regardless of their
physical,
mental,
and
behavioral. needs," Van Ry
said.
Van Ry attended Dordt
from 1974-75, and then
went on to earn her B.A.
from Palm Beach Atlantic
College in. Florida. She
received her Masters of
Education from Western
Washington
University.
Until recently she was the
director of special academic education at Lynden
Christian
School
in
Washington.
Van Ry's husband Jim
is also employed at Dordt
in
the
Theater
Arts
Department and at the B.J.
Haan. They have two children, Rochelle and Nick.

The journey that Dr. Tony
Jelsma and his family have
taken to Dordt is a long one.
Jelsma first received a
degree
in Biochemistry
from McMaster University
in Ontario, Canada. He and
his wife Jacquie then spent
three years in England,
where their children Derek
and Laura were born, and
Jelsma completed a PostDoctoral
Fellowship
in
cancer research.
The Jelsmas
moved
back to Montreal,
and
Professor
Jelsma gained
experience
there doing
research on nerve regeneration.
Children
Marina
and Mark completed the
family before they moved
again to New Brunswick
where Jelsma helped set up
a Biology program at the
Atlantic Baptist University.
Jelsma is very excited
about his work in biology.
"I'm fascinated by the way
the body is pin together and
how well it functions. In the
body, we see God's work,"
he said.

"I like to see students go
as far as t1iey're capable of
going. It's joyful to see what
you can produce and what
students are capable of producing,"
said Professor
Dengler.
Dr. Mary Dengler, the
newest addition to the
English Department, brings
with her a wide range of
experience. She received
ner B.A.
from Calvin
College and her Master's at
Calvin
College,
Drake
University,
and
the
University of Nevada at Las
Vegas.
Dengler has taught at the
University of Nevada and
Calvin and recently was the
Director of Curriculum for
the Chattanooga Christian
School System. She has
enjoyed
Dordt
so far.
"People here are growing
personally,
reading
and
writing personally. Any professor would like to work in
an environment with this
growth, this' Christian attitude, and goodwill," she
said.

Professor
Danny
Hitchcock's
greatest joys
are his three little boys,
Calvin, Noah, and baby
Jonah. It's no wonder that as
a psychology professor his
area of special interest is
researching the thought and
learning
processes
of
babies.
"1 love kids; I love
investigating and discovering tlimgs. When you
put these things together
I'm hooked," he said.
Originally
from
Colorado.
Springs,
CO,
Professor
Hitchcock
has
spent the last eight years
studying
at
Rutgers
University
in
New
Jersey,
during
which
time he also met and
married his wife.
Dordt is Hitchcock's
first teaching
position,
and he has no complaints. "I am really loving it. I like how beautiful the campus is, and the
best thing is that I can
walk to work.
I sure
don't miss the traffic in
New Jersey," he said.

Dr. Mark Christians may
be in a new position as professor of psychology, but he
certainly is no stranger to
Dordt. Graduating
from
Dordt in 1985, he left for a
fey.' years to earn a Master's
degree at Northern Arizona
University and to serve as a
high school counselor in
Des Moines, Iowa. Since
returning to Dordt in 1989,
he has been Director of
Personal
Counseling,
taught several development
and health classes,
and
served as Interim Dean of
Students
last year. He
completed
his Doctorate
from the University
of
South Dakota.
Christians
is excited
about his new role at Dordt.
"I feel called to utilize gifts
God has given me, gifts I
use and continue to use in a
way that honors God and
helps people," he said.
Professor
Christians'
wife is employed as a HPER
Department Secretary; they
have three children.

Diamond Staff
F,ditor
Sarah Eckhoff
,usistant Editor
MilCh Beaumont
News Editor
tors a better understanding of how
Tricia Van Be
middle school students are taught.
News Ass!. Editor
The information gathered from this
Allison Schaap
study applies directly to Vander
Opinion Editor
Plaats' work here at Dordt College. - Denae Wittmeier
Dordt has just implemented a midFeatures Editor
dle school endorsement for those
LauraApol
interested in teaching grades six,
Arts and
seven, and eight. The classes assoEntertainment
ciated with the middle school
Editor
endorsement prepare college stuAllison De Jong
dents to teach in the middle school
Sports Editor
classroom,
and Vander Plaars'
Jocelyn Van Beek
study applies directly to these
Wm-Id Editor
classes.
Sarah DenBoer
Vander Plaats has been serving
Photo Editors
Dordt College as an education proAndrew Moody
fessor for seven years. Before that,
John Hansen
he taught in various places, includLayout Editors
ing Christian schools in Sioux
Rachael Eggebeen
Falls, South Dakota; Orange City,
Richard Hoekstra
Iowa; and Mc Bain, Michigan.
Trixarma Nikkel

Vander Plaats receives doctorate
by Rachelle Vander
Werff
Staff Writer
For the past six years, Professor
Dennis Vander Plaats commuted to
the University of South Dakota to
attend classes in the pursuit of his
doctoral
degree in education.
Vander Plaats recently successfully
completed
the program
and
received his doctorate.
Pursuing a doctorate was never
a goal of Vander Plaats. However,
. Dordt did expect him to work
toward it, and after he began his
work he discovered its importance.
He saw a practical connection
between the classes he Was taking
and his work at Dordt College. For
this reason he pressed on.
Of the six years he spent work-

Andrew Moody

Professor

Vander Plaats

ing on his doctorate, one year was
spent on his dissertation. The dissertation included a study of the
implementation
of the middle
school
concept
10
. Christian
schools. This study was conducted
on Christian Schools International,
and it was intended to give educa-

Andrew Moody

John Hansen

Jenny Van Ry

Christina Stegall
Professor
Christina
Stegall did not always
know she wanted to teach
theology. "I sort of fell into
it; I thought it was interesting. During seminary I
slowly figured out it could
be a career and that I wanted to teach. It was a long,
process," she said.
Professor Stegall-grew
up in Lawrence, Kansas,
so she is familiar' with the
Midwest.
She attended
Geneva
College
in
Pennsylvania,
and
received her Masters from
Gordon-Conwell
Seminary
in
Massachusetts.
Most
recently, she spent a year
at the
University
of
Aberdeen
in Scotland
working on her dissertation involving the theological influences behind the
Civil Rights Movement.
"I really enjoy the
interaction between theology and culture. Theology in
action tends to have a profound affect on our culture
now," she said.
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Construction begins for new campus facility
by Allison B. Schaap

present cost projections are for a
cost
of about 12 million dollars for
News Page Assistant Editor
the
facility,"
Gritters said, "In terms
A new focal point on campus is
of
the
funding
part, we will be raisunderway with the construction of
ing
another
million
dollars to create
the new Campus Center in the
a
building
maintenance
endowment
works. Lyle Gritters, Vice President
fund
that
will
help
us
cover the
for College Advancement, said that
operational
costs
of
the
facilities."
this is a major project, probably the
Currently, Dordt has been worklargest that Dordt has ever undering hard at what Gritters calls the
taken. Gritters said that this Campus
"first phase of the project, when
Center, formerly known as the
Student Life Center, will be a the funding occurs before the construction begins. Dordt has already
tremendous asset to the students and
received pledges and commitments
to the entire campus community.
for over four million dollars.
According to Arlan Nederhoff,
Gritters said there has been much
Vice President for Business Affairs,
support from local businesses,
the board approved the construction
friends
and alumni throughout the
of the new Campus Center at the
country.
August Executive Committee meetConstruction
is to begin this
ing. They chose Poppema-Sikma of
month
and
continue
until the sumSheldon, Iowa, as the general conmer
of
2002.
Dordt
is
looking at a
tractor
for the project.
Bob
completion
date
of
June
or July, and
Poppema of Poppema-Sikma
has
then
will
allow
student
usage
of the
done previous work for Dordt,
working on the Recreational Center _ new Campus Center in the Fall of
2002. The formal ground-breaking
and on Covenant Hall.
of the new Campus Center will
Gritters said that this new facilioccur on October 19, 2000.
ty is definitely worth the cost. "The
II

Andrew Moody
A bulldozer takes down one of the trees behind the Student Union Building.

Vietnam Victorious in
Trailer Court
201..0 ~~Iympics
Deadline Extended
by John Brinks

by Mitch Beaumont
Assistant Editor
Some students
may have
noticed
a general
emptiness
behind Covenant Hall that was not
there when classes were dismissed
in May. After a long year of community and campus meetings, the
deadline for all residents of the
trailer court behind Covenant to
vacate their trailers passed on July 1.
Dordt College owns the land
behind Covenant Hall which has
been a trailer court since 1971.
The court provided low-income>
housing for nearly 75 residents of
Sioux Center, mostly Hispanics.
When Dordt purchased the
land in June of 1987, they had the
intention of bull-dozing the trailer
court and putting in either a larger
parking lot for East Campus residents or a new soccer field. In the
past year, however, students were
made aware of the issue and were
encouraged to get involved with
the help of the Social Work
Department.
The Board of Trustees set a
deadline of July I for all residents
to be out of their trailers. Dordt
joined efforts with The City of
Sioux Center, area churches and
the
Siouxland
Diaconal
Conference to find at least temporary housing for these residents.
Just before the deadline,
the
Diaconal Conference
appeared
before the Board of Trustees to
apply for an extension on the
deadline because there were still

nearly IS families who did not
have anywhere to go.
The deadline was extended
indefinitely on one stipulation:
. each family had to have at least a
prospective place to move to in the
near future. As of this past week,
13 families remain in the trailer
court, but according to Mr. Fred
Haan, a member of the Diaconate
Conference, all 13 families have at .
least a plan as to where they will
move.
According to Haan, each of the
churches in Sioux Center has
adopted a family to assist in finding at least a temporary horne; a
couple of churches have even
adopted two families. Financing is
available through area banks for
those residents who can afford to
purchase their own home.
Recently, the possibility of a
new trailer court in Ireton, Iowa,
which is about 30 miles from
Sioux Center, has been explored.
However, in the last few weeks,
the Ireton City Council rejected
the plan to build a trailer court
with no specific reasons for the
rejection.
"The Diaconal Conference has
given an appeal to the zoning commission, but the possibility of winning that appeal isn't very good,"
said Haan. He also says that they
are still looking into other alternatives, such as building a trailer
court .in Sioux Center.
"We'll just have to see what the
Lord has in mind for this situation:' said Haan.

Staff Writer
Freshmen
and
Peer
Counselors
took a break
from the usual lectures, seminars and other various
meetings associated with
Orientation
on Tuesday,
August 29, and gathered
behind the Student Union
Building to compete for
supremacy amongst other
participants
in the 2000
Freshman Olympics.
Participants were divided
into 14 teams, 13 made up of
freshman
with
Peer
Counselors serving as leaders and one team consisting
of all Peer Counselors. Each
team represented a different
country and carried their
country's flag throughout the
events.
Some teams went above
and beyond the call of team
unity. Vietnam, for instance,
donned face paint to show
pride for their country and
marched in step from event
to event.
Teams participated in a
variety of events lito build
unity among the freshman
class," said Aron Zuidhof,
one
of
the
Freshman
Olympics organizers.
Events included scaling a
wall, fitting as many team
members as possible onto a
pallet, dragging team members across the parking lot
on a makeshift sled, a five

man ski race through the
grass and several more. '
At the end of the day,
Vietnam emerged victorious, and South Africa placed
second. The South Africans
also won the Best Attitude
award. Members from the
first-place Vietnam squad
received gift certificates for
a large Tornado at the snack
bar.
Although the Freshman
Olympics were a lot of fun
for everyone involved, there
was "much more to it than
just fun and games," said
Sarah Vriend, who played a
big role in making this year's
Olympics possible. Vriend
went on to say that "everyone has different gifts and
talents, but the idea b~hind
the Freshman Olympics is to
use everyone on the team to
accomplish a single goal."
Some of the goals for
this year's Olympics were to
stress the importance
of
community and teamwork.
Vriend rated this year's
Olympics
"a tremendous
success" because the goals
were accomplished
while
providing a fun afternoon
for freshmen.
Carrie
Zonnefeld,
a
freshman from Sheldon, lA.
agreed. "It gave you a
chance to work together
with other kids and to get to
know them on a different
level, outside of the classroom setting:' she said.

Andrew Moody
A team of freshmen climb over the "Berlin
Wall" out of East Germany.
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ar lCl a e o llca
by Sarah Eekhoff
Editor
"T'rn not going
to
vote:'
my friend
told me a few days
ago.
I stared
at her.
"You "re
what?
How can you not
'----'
....!l.J vote?"
I asked.
"Well,"
she told
me,
"I don't
agree with either Bush or Gore. So
what does it matter if I vote at all? I
don't like my two choices, and it's
pointless to vote for anyone else
since they'll never win:'
I stared
at her, my mind
blank.
Was she right?
What was the point
of one little vote either
way?
And
why would
I want to put someone
into office that I don't agree with?
For most of us, the United
States
is our home.
Every day we enjoy the
freedom
of democracy,
usually
without a second
thought.
We all know
that our vote is our voice, that suffrage throughout
history
has focused
on getting
to the ballot
box.
Of
American
adults,
82% believe
that
voting is an essential obligation of
citizens.
But when
the first Tuesday
in
November
rolls around,
nearly
half
of Americans are missing from the
polls.
The
United
States's
voter

turnout is next to last of industrialized nations. Why? American citizens feel that their one vote won't
make a difference.
They don't know
who to vote for, haven't registered or
dont have the time on a weekday to
drive downtown to the polls.
So why vote?
OUf American citizenship
is an
active one. By not voting, we place
two things at stake.
The first is our
representation
and political power.
When issues are decided, the voters
get listened to, not the silent nonvoters. The second is the declining stability and legitimacy
of our system.
The
quality
of
any
democracy
depends
on the participation
of
active citizens.
When the majority
of those citizens sit out an election,
the system begins to lose legitimacy.
By not voting, we are estranging
ourselves from the political system.
Not only are we harsher
on the system we have not participated in, but
we feel guilty about not doing what
we
supposed to do. W en we
distance ourselves, we feel unconnected
and damage
the quality
of
democratic life for ourselves and for
everyone.
My friend
struggled
with knowing who to vote for. Since she didn't
like either
candidate,
she felt that
either
way she voted she would
be

putting someone into office that she
didn't
agree with.
What she didn't
realize is .that our elections involve
more than two parties.
There are
many candidates from a range of
parties who hold different
values and
stand on different
platforms.
When
I told her this, she rolled
her eyes at me and said she didn't
want to waste her vote on someone
who wasn't going to win anyway.
But it is attitudes
like that hers that
keep our two party system
strong.
If
everyone
voted for who they really
wanted
to win, then perhaps
a third
or even a fourth party would recei ve
enough votes to be a sincere threat to
our well-establrshed
Republican
and
Democratic parties.
.
As reformed
Christians,
we realize our need to work for the redemption of the world.
But how can we
do that if we separate ourselves from
the world we're told to redeem?
As the next generation of voters,
we need to be active participants in
our polrtical system.
We need
to
learn about the issues and where
candidates stand. We need to register in time. We need to commit to
praying
for our leaders
and for the'
citizens they lead.
Our vote is a
privile-ge, and an important
one.
Don't throw that away.

Consider Your Legacy
by Mitch Beaumont

his time in the White House is a good one from
which his son will not suffer.
Assistant Editor
The footsteps in which AI Gore is followForged in the face
ing in are a bit darker. As Al Gore campaigns
of a majestic mountain
in the Black Hills of for the White House this fall, the legacy of
South Dakota sits a President Clinton will haunt Gore's stance on
every issues that is prevalent in this campaign.
monument
to
four
famous men who are Gran!ed that Clinton's legacy on some issues,
such as the booming economy, are very good.
greatly indebted to for
our freedom. As I sat , However it is hard, at least for me, to look past
his sexual foibles in the past.
and gazed at this very monument this past
In the same way, one of your siblings or
summer, it occurred to me what an incredible
honor it must be for the distant relatives of parents may have come to Dordt in the past.
Often I will a professor ask a student, after
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Roosevelt
to know that a members of their family is hearing their Dutch last name, "Who are your
parents?" The legacy of your parents who precarved in a mountains in one of the most beauceeded you on this campus follows you and
tiful places in all of America. What a legacy
them for an infinite amount of time. Chances
they left for the rest of us to ponder so many
are that almost 25% of the current student
years later!
There is a parallel between the legacy of body will send their children to Dordt in another twenty years or so and when we do, our
these famous Americans
left on Mount
legacies will then be under the microscope.
Rushmore and the current Presidential earnWhen I visited the Black Hills earlier this
paign. Both candidates are following in the
summer, I was forced to stop and ponder the
footsteps of two other rather famous American
sort of legacy I would leave on this earth if I
Presidents, albeit more recent than those feawere to die tomorrow. That's a rather morbid
tures in the Black Hills.
thought, perhaps, but it is one that needs to be
George W. Bush is following in the shadow
considered by all of us. As Christians, we have
of his father, George Bush, who was President
a responsiblity to be as Christ-like as possible
in the early part of the 1990's. President Bush
in all that we do.
presided over the Gulf War and guaranteed
As I pondered this, I wondered what other
victory from the start. His overall legacy from

people would have to remember me by. What
sort of memories would they have of me?
Would they remember me as a man of God or
a guy who just lived out his days with no real
purpose? This may seem a bit eccentric to be
worrying about what others will think of me
when 1 die, but that's not my purpose at all. I
want you, the reader, to think about the memories you are creating in the minds of your
friends and family and even those who meet
you only once.
I mentioned that we have a responsiblity to
be Christ-like, and I would like to suggest that
this will have the greatest impact on our legacy, especially with those we only meet once or
twice in life. If I pass a man in the mall over
the weekend and all he sees of me is a downcast face with a frown, what are the chances
that I will ever get to reverse that image? On
the other hand if 1 meet this same man and all
he sees is a smile and welcoming "hello," I
don't need another chance.
""""'George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln and Teddy Roosevelt are all
etched in the side of Mount Rushmore because
they did something with their lives that everyone still remembers. While many of us won't
be in the public spotlight very often during our
lives, we can strive to lead a life that will be
remembered by all that we meet. I encourage
you to do just that.

ea e ~
t

~aveIve~
by

Janelle Van Bockel

Staff Writer
California is a state known for its
strict driving laws, and I am appalled by
the lack of seatbelt and helmet usage. In
the last two weeks, 1 have heard of at
least 3 serious accidents, one of which
involved my roommate, where seatbelts
were not worn.
Why is it that so many people ignore
the safety devices that will prevent them
from injury in case of an accident? In
other words why are seatbelts not being
worn? Is it because people are lazy, that
they may only have a short distance to
go, or is it just that they think they are

invincible?
In America, at least one person dies
every hour because he or she did not
wear a seatbelt. Also, more fatalities
from traffic accidents are caused by failing to use seatbelts.
Perhaps the fine for not wearing
seatbelts should be increased. Someone I
know was just recently fined only $28
for not wearing their seatbelt. That
amount doesn't entice even me to wear
my seatbelt.
Another problem 1 find just driving
around in this area is the number of people not wearing helmets when riding
their motorcycles. Helmet laws are held
in 23 states not including Iowa.
There lies the answer to the problem.
Even though the helment laws are
strongly recommended they are not
enforced. Perhpas one remedy to this
problem would be taking into consideration the fact that if you don't wear your
helmet once, you could die in an accident.
Yet another solution to the lack of
reinforcement of helmet laws is to contact your Congressperson and urge him
or her to institute legislation that would
enforce helmet and seatbelt laws.
The fatality rate per mile traveled by
motorcyclists is 16 times more jhan
those who·are riding in cars. Motorcycle
fatalities make up more than 5% of the
number of traffic fatalities.
With these given facts and th~ shock
of our local accidents, I would hope that
it would be enough to remind you to
simply wear your seatbelt and helmet.
Take precautions when you drive and
keep in mind that even a little mistake
could cost you your life, or someone
else's. I just ask that you all drive safely as a new school year begins.
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Retreat provides spiritual renewal Picture Poll

had
the
opportunity
to attend a
concert given
by
the
Normals,
a
C h r i s t ian
rock
band.
Senior Renee
Van

ed a bonfire and began singing praise
songs, an event which turned out to be a
highlight of the retreat for many who
attended. Positive Airwaves, a club on
Dordt's campus to promote Christian
music, organized a dance that was available for students to attend as well.
Students were awakened by pots and
pans early Saturday morning, beginning a
day full of activities. Sessions were held
in both the morning and the afternoon.
After each session, Living, Groups met to
discuss issues concerning Helder's topic
for that session. This year's theme was
"Free Refills," founded in Psalm 23 ("My
cup overflows ...") and the Last Supper
when Jesus offered the cup to his disciples. Helder's passion for God and enthusiasm for the Bible made many students
-think about their own lives and find out
where their hearts are. His illustrations
gave life to his talks, bringing his topics to
a more personal and applicable level.
Saturday afternoon's personal devotion
time allowed students time to think and
spend time with God.
Late morning and late afternoon both
included some free time. Sand volleyball
tournaments turned out to be quite a popular event, involving sixteen teams.

Groningen

Congratulations

John Hansen
A group of students

enjoy jumping

off a barge in Lake Okoboji.

By Mikala Poll
Staff Writer
Students arrived at Camp Okoboji last
Friday evening with bags packed, sleeping bags in tow, and smiles on their faces,
ready for a weekend away. Over 350
Dordt students attended the annual
overnight retreat, which was a huge success.
Dordt holds the retreat at the beginning
of each school year, providing a great time
to be renewed spiritually, have a fun
weekend away from campus, and meet
other students. A team of 13 dedicated
students, led by Jodi Blauwkamp and
Pastor Draayer, met weekly last year to
bring together the details of the retreat.
The retreat opened with supper and
free time, followed by the first of three
sessions, which included a Praise &
Worship time and a talk from the speaker,
Bob Helder. Later that evening, students
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John Hansen
Speaker Bob Heide

to the Dirt Devils,

-compiled by John Hansen

"I went to
Australia to
play softball
with the
USA
International
Team

2000."

Dawn Van Kley SO
Sioux Center, IA
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able, as well as other games at the camp.
designed and
The swimming area by the shore of Lake
Okoboji kept lifeguard Kevin Kingma
engineered
busy.
Overall, students had a great time at
water distriretreat. Freshman Melissa De Yager' said
butionflow
her favorite part was Praise & Worship,
but she loved the whole weekend and
systems on
looks forward to next year's retreat.

group""'"

.cert
before
but was especially impressed with this
concert. "They related to college students
well," she said, "and they did great
despite the small room and less equipment
than usual."
The opening act was an
acoustic guitarist and singer, Matthew
Perryman Jones, who captivated the audience with his style and talent.
After the concert, some students start-

GIFT continues under new leadership
By Blake Walburg
Staff Writer
The bi-weekly student-led worship
service known as GIFT (Growing In Faith
Together) is entering a new "era," in a
manner of speaking. For the first time,
the service is in the hands of all new leadership. The pacesetters of GIFT's past,"
such as Sam Gutierrez, Evan Jasper, and
Leah Vander Kooi, have moved on and
relinquished control to a trio of new leaders. This year, Rochelle Van Ry, Emily
Deutschman, and Sara Bierma are in the
positions formerly held by Gutierrez,
Jasper, and Vander Kooi, respectively.
The worship band for this year has also
changed - consisting of an almost entire- .
ly new cast of members.
How will the service be different? Van
Ry says that, while the new leadership and
new band may add a different "flavor" to
the services, much of how GIFT changes
will be dependent on the students - "how
excited they are for worship, and how
important GIFT is to them, and how
involved they become." She remains confident that the purpose is the same - that
GIFT would be a place where a diverse
community of students can gather and be
. united in a worship time.
There are several goals that both Van
Ry and Deutschman have for GIFT this
year. One of the biggest visions for the

What did you
do this summer?

Rachelle Van Ry is one of GIFT's new
leaders.
coming year is that students on Dordt's
campus would continue to be revived in
their relationship with God, and that GIFT
would play a part in that. Deutschman
says that she would like to see students
become more and more on fire for God.
She says also that she desires "for more of
the campus to have a freedom in being
able to worship, the way they want."
Another goal she has in mind is to present
the students with something they can take
home each week. IIWe want to leave the
students with a challenge for each GIFT,
to extend GIFT throughout the weeks."
Van Ry says, "My biggest prayer for
GIFT is that people would experience the
presence of God.11 She also hopes that
GIFT is not just a one-time experience,
but that "the worship and the passion that

is displayed in GIFT comes out of a life
that is lived for Jesus" and "that it isn't
just an emotional experience or a 'spiritual high.'"
In the past, GIFT has been a topic of
controversy, and to some extent, it still is.
But both Deutschman and Van Ry feel
that, in general, those controversies have
been settled, or at least laid aside. Van Ry
acknowledges that there are those who
still may not appreciate the worship style
used iIi GIFT, but she says that those people also recognize that "it is meeting a real
need for a lot of students on campus, and
is very important to a lot of students on
campus."
Deutschman says that while
some students may not like GIFT, the positive comments far outweigh the negative.
The first official GIFT of the year was
this past Sunday, when more than 900 students turned out for the opening service.
The reaction from the first GIFT seems to
be very positive. Both Deutschman and
Van Ry give the glory to God for a service
that went beyond their expectations.
Commenting on the service, Deutschman
says, "I think it was amazing how OSd
met us there tonight, and 1 think it can
only go up from there." It will be exciting
to see how that plays out and how God
continues to work in His own way
through the ministry of GIFT.

commercial
and residential edifices ,"

Dave Contant JR
Abbotsford, BC

"I embarked
upon a perilousjoumey
throughout
the uncharted
territories of
Western
Europe."

James Klaver JR
Le Mars, IA

My travels
led me to
training dolphins at Sea
World in
.San Diego

for a
month."

Travis Woudstra SO
Littleton, CO
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Theater Department Stages
Oklahoma! in October
by Rose Ann Vander Wal
Staff Writer
Oklahoma!
is coming
to
Northwest
Iowa! The Dordt
Theatre Department, under the
direction of Professor Simon du
Toit, will be staging the classic
Rogers and Hammerstein musical.
In addition to his role as director,
du Toit will also be undertaking
the designing of the sets. Jim Van
Ry is in charge of lighting, and
Robin Van De Berg will be choreographing the dances. Esther Van
Eek is designing the costumes,
while Deb Vogel is undertaking
the role of choral director with
Norm Gaines conducting
the
orchestra.
Of the twenty-nine cast members, five freshmen will be making

their Dordt debut in this production. They include Justin Van De
Kerk and Rachel Persenaire as the
male and female leads.
The musical is the story of
Laurey (Persenaire)
and Curly
(Van De Kerk), two Midwestern
lovers who attempt to convince
themselves and everyone else that
they do not love each other. There
is also a lighter love story between
Will Parker (Seth Vogel) and Ado
Annie (Kim De Groot). A box
soda! and the question of who to
go with add to the complications.
Through many songs, a dance
sequence, twists, turns and even
an unexpected courtroom trial, the
characters come to realize that
people can live happily ever after.
The
show
opens
during

Parents' Weekend. Performances
will be given on October 18, 19,
20, 25, 26, and 27. There will be
matinees given on both of the
Saturday performances
at 1:30
p.m., and evening shows are
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. All performances will be given in the Te
Paske Theatre at the public high
school.
Tickets will go on sale at the
box office, (next to the switchboard in the SUB,) two weeks
before the performance
opens.
Ticket prices are higher this year
than in the past because of the
excessive royalties the department
had to pay. Prices are $10.00,
$8.00, and $6.00, depending on
the location of the seat, and students will be charged $4.00.

,
Andrew Moody
Justin Van De Kerk and Kate Ellens pracitce some dance moves in
rehearsal Wednesday, September 13.

Pops Concert blasts to the past
by Andrea Voogt

Caedmon's Call
comes to campus
by Lisa Eekhoff
Staff Writer
Caedmon's Call is coming
to Dordt College on Tuesday,
September 26. They will be
performing in the B. J. Haan
Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. following the performances of
special
guests
Nicole
Nordeman
and
Iustin
McRoberts. This concert is
part of their fall tour promoting their soon-to-be-released
CD Long Line of Leavers.
This Christian folk/rock
group released its first album
in 1994 and since then has
been primarily focused on college-age students. Their interest in young adults is displayed
by their tours, which include
mainly universities and colleges, and also the content of
their songs. Brad Dykstra, a
junior at Dordt, explains,
"They're very geared toward
kids our age. Their lyrics deal
with issues that are very relevant to our age group."
Pam Vandermeer, a sophmore, also claimed that the

lyrics are what first drew her to
the band: "They are not afraid
to sing about real issues. They
dare to deal with subjects
sometimes avoided, things like
suicide and feelings of insufficiency."
In addition to their lyrics,
the band also breaks precedence with their music. "Their
sound is very original," says
Vandermeer. "They are not just
your typical Christian band."
The
group
uses
mainly
acoustic guitar and a strong
rhythm/percussion
section to
create a folk/rock sound.
If you are interested III
finding out more about their
music or just getting an idea of
what their sound is like, the
Positive Airwaves Club has
CD's available in the Dordt
Library. Come out to the B. J.
Haan on September 26 for a
chance to hear this bold, innovative band live. Tickets cost
$12 in advance and $15 at the
door, and can be purchased at
True Vine, Dove Bookstore,
and Northwestern College.

Staff Writer
Abl~IlJ~~
.. .be isiti!1&
the B.J. Haan auditorium on Friday,
September 22, at 6:30 pm. The theme
of this year's annual Pops Concert is
Sights and Sounds of the 50's and 60's.
The Pops Concert will feature the
Chamber Orchestra and the Concert
Band.
Both the Chamber Orchestra and
the Concert Band will be performing a
number of hit songs of the 1950's and
1960's, especially those of the Beach
Boys, Beatles, and Elvis. Among the
tunes that will be heard are "Barbara
Ann," "Surfer Girl," "California Girls,"
"Good Vibrations," "I Get Around,"
"Twist and Shout," "Jailhouse Rock,"
"Hound Dog," "Can't Help Falling in
Love," "Heartbreak
Hotel," "Blue
Suede Shoes," and many others.
When asked how he came up with

the theme of this year's Pops Concert,
Dr. Duitman said that it came to him as
a vision in the night, in which Elvis told
him, "'lllce
p ay ed) a stnng instrument, I don't want you to forget about
the orchestra on this concert."
The Pops Concert will also feature
some surprise guests who may be
members of the faculty and staff.
The Concert Band this year is composed of many new, younger members,
since many of the veteran senior players of the last two years have graduated. But director Dr. Henry Duitman is
optimistic about the band: "I think
we're sounding very good already; I'm
very pleased." He also said that the
orchestra will be fantastic this year.
Following the concert, the Student
Activities Committee will be giving
away free pop and popcorn outside the
BJB. At 8 pm, the Hitchcock movie,
"Rear Window" will be presented in
the BJ. Haan auditorium.
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Taekwondo popular among students
by Janelle Saarloos
Staff Writer
You've seen them around campus ...those students in white uniforms with colored belts around
their. waists. Or perhaps you've
had a friend demonstrate
a
move-front kick, crescent kick or
double knifehand strike. All the
while you are thinking, "wouldn't
it be great if I could do that?"
Well, stop wishing and do something about it. Taekwondo may be
just the thing for you!
Wondering why you should
join the American Taekwondo
Association of Sioux Center?
Here are some reasons. First, the
opportunity
is right on your
doorstep! Classes with instructor
Doug Ranschau. a third degree

black belt, are held right in
Dordt's Rec Center every Tuesday
evening at 6:30. Second, students
who enroll in classes can receive
credit for it as a HPER course.
Third, it doesn't cost much, just $5
a lesson and about $30 for a uniform. And, perhaps most importantly, taekwondo has many benefits for the body and mind. It
improves strength, flexibility, balance, grace, mental and physical
discipline, integrity and self control.
Taekwondo is an ideal physical
and mental exercise, but most
importantly, it offers a sense of
accomplishment.
Great satisfaction is gleaned from a form well
performed, an excellent sparring
match concluded," or a testing exe-

cuted and passed with flying colors. Testing occurs every nine
weeks in Orange City. It is a great
opportunity to learn from other
students and to pass your own belt
level and move up. Also, for the
very dedicated student, there are
many tournaments
during the
year. This is a wonderful and competitive environment for students
to demonstrate what they have
learned.
So, are you convinced yet?
For those who are interested,
Sioux Center ATA invites you to
attend two classes free of charge
Tuesday nights at 6:30 pm in
R105. That way you can have the
experience and then decide for
yourself if this is something you
Andrew Moody.
would enjoy.
Senior Sveta Yazydjan leads Dordt Students and conununity members in the
first Taekwondo lesson of the school year in the Rec Center.

Dordt volleyball
heads to Florida·

Lacrosse Club
started
by Josh Christoffels
Staff Writer
Matt Nuiver, an ambitious senior and RA of east campus, has
decided to start a Lacrosse club.
Lacrosse is actually a "cross"
between hockey and soccer. It
originated
among
the native
Americans in North America, and
was eventually
picked up by
schools in Canada, and spread
down the east coast.
Ten players are allowed on the
field at a time: three forwards,
three midfielders, three defenders,
and a goalie. Equipment is fairly
cheap, costing about half the
amount of hockey equipment.
Each person is equipped with a
stick, gloves, shoulder pads and a
helmet.
The objective of the game is to
get the rubber ball into a 6'x6' goal.
Incorporated into Lacrosse are a
number
of different
sports.

Statistics
Cross Country
Dordt ColJefO'lInyite Stjpt 9

Men:
Buena Vista - 23
Dordt - 49
Northwestern - 8 I
BriarCliff - 99
Individual:
4 - Tim Ives
23:00
6 - Travis Patten 23:14
12 - Andrew Hoeksema 24:02
13 - John Epema 24:03
14 - Matt Bosma 24:05
Women:
Dordt - 15
Northwestern - 59
Buena Vista - 59
Briar Cliff - 95
Individual:

Offensi ely,
plays are similar to
basketball, but it is
similar to hockey
in the fact that
there are penalties
and a power play.
One other similarity to hockey is that
Lacrosse is a contact sport. When
asked if there are
any fights in the
game, Nuiver said,
"Well, there aren't
supposed to be, but
it happens."
The
Andrew Moody
size of the field is Matt Nuiver organized Dordt's first Lacrosse
the same as soccer. club,
Nuiver said that
is great for anyone because it doesstarting a Lacrosse team is "a great
n't
require experience or a big time'
witnessing experience for our colcommitment.
Anyone interested in
lege. and it's a good lesson in self
joining
the
team
should contact
control."
Matt
Nuiver,
since
practices start
The team is open to any male
soon.
Dordt student. The Lacrosse team
I - Rachel Baber 16:39
2" Kate Reinsma 16:47
3 _ Jessica Rowenhorst 16:49
4 - Becky Demarest 16:53
5 - Theresa Schilthuis 11:01

Volleyball
Overall Record: 9-2
Palm Beach Atlantic Classic
Aug. 24 • 26
(W-L).
St. Thomas of Florida
3-0
Montana Tech
3-0
Cornerstone
3-2
Columbia
1-3
Georgetown
3-0
Northwestern Red Raider Classic
Sept. 1-2
Bellevue Univ.
3-1
National American
3- I
Peru State (NE)
3-2
Dickinson State
1-3

Sept. 5
Northwestern

3-0

Sept. 7
Univ. of Sioux Falls

Sports

Editor

Dordt's volleyball team started

their season with a weekend excursion to Palm Biach, Florida for the
Palm Beach Atlantic ITournament
where they played the first five
games of their season. The competition was fierce, but Dordt managed to finish in third. Karen Netz
says, "We showed a stubborn
streak that we were not going to
lose without a fight."
The team arrived in Florida late
Thursday afternoon. In addition to
the tournament, the team did some
p~eseason training. The team also
got to spend their afternoons on
the beach (a short walk from the
hotel) and get a little sun and surf.
They went to a nice restaurant one
night for dinner and walked
around Downtown Palm Beach as
well as driving around the wealthy
part of Palm Beach. On Sunday
morning they had a time of praise
Paul Mortlock. - I
Bellevue (NE) Loss 1-3

3-0

Sept. 6

Soccer
Women:
Record: 1-1
SW Minnesota St.

Y Jeeelyn ¥a&Beek

Dordt's Goal Leaders:
Travis Burgers - I
Dordt's Assists Leaders:
Josh Visser - I
Hastings
Loss 0-3
~pt,9
New Coach Dan Oppeneer,
graduate ofDordt college for
three years, has been selected to
be the new coach of the Men's
soccer team. He has experience
coaching grade school soccer, Dan
sees the team as having a lot of
potential for this year. The coach
is still working to find the right
combination of players on the
field but says that it looked to be
an exciting and challenging year
for the team.

Win 1-0

Sept. 2
Dordt's Goal Leaders:
Julie Van Der Kooi" I
Dordt's Assist Leaders:
Meghan Grabam - I
Hastings
Loss 0- I
Sept. 9
Men:
Record 0-3
Dana
Loss 2-6

Sept,}
Dordt's Goal Leaders:
Paul Mortlock:l
Paul Olsen: 1
Dordt's Assist Leaders:
Nick Wissink - I

•

and meditation on the beach. Netz
ys, "We agreed that none-of us
understood
how anyone could
stand before the ocean or get
tossed by the waves and not
believe in God and his power.
Wow!"
The Florida trip helped the
team bond because of the time
spent together. They also enjoyed
it because they had no worries
about homework or other commitments: Netz is excited about the
rest of the season because "we are
entering into a new and much
more challenging conference this
season which will be excellent for
our program."
"At each match our team will
be pushed to play our very best,"
Coach Van Den Bosch says, "This
team is coming along fine and
hopefully will be ready to face the
stiff competition in our conference. We have three freshmen who
are already contributing as impact
players."

Golf
Donil Inyite
Sept. 5
Team Standings:
1st - Dordt 306
Dordt Scores:
Runner-Up Medalist:
David Altena - 75
Bryan Altena - 76
Mike Hoium - 77
Dave Myrdahl - 78NQrtheast COmmunity CQllege
Invite
Sept. 8 - 9
4th . Dordt <>35
Dordt Scores:
Eric Haveman - 156
Dave Myrdabl - 159
Mike Hoium - 160
David Altena - 161
Bryan Altena - 165
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NEWS

Lookback
by Jen Hoogeveen

BRIEFS
compiled by Sarah Den Boer
World Page Editor
BRITAIN
Truckers protesting high fuel prices have attempted to bring London to
a standstill as a wave of demonstrations across Europe continue to
cause chaos. An attempt by United Kingdom lorry drivers to take their
demonstration to the House of Parliament was blocked by police as
9,000 of the country's 13,000 gas stations said they were out of fuel
following nationwide blockades of oil depots"
FRANCE
A French court has jailed militant sheep farmer Jose Bove for vandalising a Mcffonald's restaurant in a case which has transfixed France
and made the defendant an international figure. Bove said the decision
would not stop him from continuing his battle against multinational
corporations and the World Trade Organisation, which he claims pose
a threat to small farmers, good food.a and a way of life.
INDONESIA
An explosion believed
be caused by two car bombs rocked the
Jakarta stock exchange on September 12, killing at least 10 people and
injuring 26 others.
~

to

SOUTH AFRICA
After more than two years of negotiations to halt a bloody seven year
civil conflict, the last three holdout Tutsi parties have agreed to sign a
power-sharing agreement with Burundi's Hutu majority, Nelson
Mande1a announced September 12. The treaty contains no pmxisio
for a cease-fire, and Hutu rebels have not signed it. But Mandela,
South Africa's former president and chief mediator in the peace
process said, III am confident we will bring peace to Burundi." The
signing is set to take place September 20 in Nairobi, Kenya.
MIDDLE EAST
Israeli's acting Foreign Minister, Shlomo Ben-Ami, said that Middle
East peace talks would resume on September 13 with the United States
taking a major role in the negotiations. Ben-Ami said the United States
will hold separate sessions with Palestinian and Israeli negotiators in
New York, but the Israeli and Palestinian negotiating teams are not
scheduled to meet face-to-face.
ASIA
Typhoon Saomai moved toward South Korea and China on September
12, after combining with a deadly stationary front to dump torrential
rains on Japan, leaving at least seven people dead.
SIERRA LEONE
Britain plans to launch a military inquiry into how 11 of its soldiers
were captured last month by a renegade faction of the Sierra Leonean
army called the West Side Boys. The announcement came two days
after a daring raid by 150 British paratroopers freed six of the hostages
and a Sierra Leonean soldier. The other five hostages had been
released more than a week earlier.
FRANCE
France's defense minister, until now wary about reports of "Gulf War
syndrome" among French veterans of the 1991 conflict, will ask for a
parliamentary investigation on the issue, his office said. Alain Richard
will ask that a commission determine whether any of the 25,000
French military who served in the Gulf were exposed to exceptional
health risks existed, the office said.

September 10, 1958
New Science Department Soon to Be Completed
De Stigter Brothers Construction, the general contractors and Plazier. Company taking care of plumbing, will be finishing the new laboratory on the
southeast corner of tbe college building soon. $1400
will be spent On chemistry equipment and $1200 on
biology equipment. Also added to the building is a
radioactivity demonstrator.

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
you to worship with them

Worship Services:

Sundays at 9:30a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
321 2nd Street S.E. - Sioux Center
John L. Witvliet, Pastor
722-0717
Web Site: http://www.mtcnel.netl-erc1sts.c
E-mail: crc1stsc@mtcnet.net
Evening services are bmadcast

on KDCR 88.5 F.M.

September 20, 1968
Lake Okoboji Retreat
The Walther League Camp hosted Dordt's first
all-school retreat September 14th. Reverend Hulst
spoke to 380 students On "Respectful
Youth."
Afternoon free time allowed students to play volleyball, baseball, and tennis, among other activities. A
campfire hymn-sing was held in the evening.

140 Students Enrolled
Students come from a wide area including nine
states. The largest number of students come from two
high SChools: Western Christian in Hull and
Southwest Christian in Edgerton, MN. Ninety-one
are freshmen and the other forty-nine are sophomores.: Students come from:
Iowa - 77
Wisconsin _ 4
North Dakota - I
Minnesota _ 37
California - 2
Montana-I
South Dakota _ 16
New Jersey - I
New Mexico - I

.September 27, 1973
Astronaut to Visit Dordt
Apollo 15 astronaut, James Erwin, will appear at
the Dordt College gymnasium to present his testimony on October 18 at 8 p.m. He will share how he
came to know God as he walked on the moon.

September 25, 1959
Did You Know ...
Dordt College was once a mink farm?

September 12, 1974
West Hall Trausfonnation
The West Hall dorm that previously was a men's
dorm is now a co-ed donn. Three of the wings will
house women, leaving one shut-off wing for the men.

September 30, 1960
Filst annual Tri-state Teacher's Institute will be beld

..

"

suite, an upstairs Iounge, and a basement'Lv.Icunge.

Challenging your vote
by Peter Anderson

to challenge the political ideals that people cling to.As
Henry David Thoreau wrote in Walden, "It is remarkable how easily and insensibly we fall into a particular
route, and make a beaten track for ourselves." He is
talking about the beaten paths of the mind. How easily a person travels only one road of thinking, rather
than finding other roads to discover which is the more
perfect means of traveling.
If someone should disagree with what I write, I
would like nothing more. This is because, quite possibly, I have gotten someone to look into why they
believe what they believe. So whether you identify
with the Republicans, Democrats, Communists, whatever it ' be, I hope to challenge your ideals.

Staff Writer
I only have one goal for my column. That is to
challenge people to think about issues they normally
would not. I come from a conservative (in a negative
sense of the word, unchanging) small town community in north central South Dakota. The people in my
hometown are one of two things politically, Democrat
or Republican, with no political vision beyond the two
established parties. I am not at all putting down my
hometown, but they need their long-held ideas shaken
and questioned. No matter whom they vote for, few
have a good reason as to why they do so.
Therefore, this is what I hope to accomplish. I want

-AFTER 9:00 pm
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PICK- UP SPECIAL

722-3988
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~lC<IlES students and invites

September 28, 1967
New Facilities
A new science building will be completed in early
1968. As of now, 75 % is completed. It will include
classrooms, labs, and a greenhouse.
Also, a new physical education building is in
process, located east of the women's dorm. It will
bold classrooms, locker rooms, athletic facilities, and
a gym seating 2,000.
Costs are estimated over
$320,000.

Staff Writer
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